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Children, trust and doubt.

The year 2023 has already begun. Last year was another year of many

major disasters worldwide. The Mississippi River, a huge river in the U.S., ;
dried up everywhere, and ships that had previously sunk came to the 7N\
surface. In Pakistan, one-third of the country was under water due to a 1=
massive flood. It is said that this is due to the effects of global warming, but : ﬁﬁ
there are leaders in some countries who reject environmental measures to

prevent global warming. However, if we do not tackle the problem now, it will be too late. I
believe that efforts to improve the global environment are legitimate. I think it is important to
do what we can first, and I think it is okay if we later find out that what we thought was the
cause at the time was not the direct cause of global warming.

Now, it is alarming that inward thinking is spreading throughout the world. The idea that all

that is good for one's own country, or all that is good for oneself, is very
dangerous. It 1s very likely that "we" will soon become "only we". In other
words, as long as you are satisfied with yourself, the people next door tend
to be unimportant. From the time we were in Japan until today, we
teachers have shared our lives with many children on a daily basis, and we
feel that children are gradually becoming more egocentric and defensive

than in the past.

However, I feel that this is not limited to children, but is something that adults themselves are

apparently doing before children. I feel that the abundance of things and the flood of
information are apparently widening the distance between people and their hearts. Of course, it
1s human instinct to protect oneself, so we cannot deny it in general, but it is human reason and
human nature to try not to give in to such temptations and insecurities. The same is true of
bullying of children. Although we have not seen any significant incidents here at the Japanese
School of Guam, it is a weak aspect of human nature, and because people are anxious, they
tend to be the first to react, and as a result, they become anxious about what will come back to
them and attack others even more. I feel that when people around them realize what is going
on, it often becomes an irreversibly big problem.

What is needed is to be aware of the truth behind bullying, namely, one's own weakness, and to

have the courage to stop it. The very same structure applies to wars between countries. The
war between Russia and Ukraine has reached a point where it is no longer possible to reach a
ceasefire. Before this happens, it is of utmost importance for us adults to calmly grasp the truth




about our children and guide them correctly. Parents' selfish assumptions are most forbidden.
As in past wars, it 1s not until the situation is irreversible that we
suddenly come to our senses and realize the error of our ways. The
principle is this: "Trust your children, but doubt them". Let teachers
and parents cooperate with each other to know the truth and guide
them on the same vector.

You can see the events of The Japanese School of Guam on our website at
https://japaneseschoolguam.com/
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Day | Devof week Event Pick up time
Class observation
1 Wed |Parent-teacher conference 3.05p.m.
Enroliment Briefing
School assembly PTA board meeting .
2 Thu Briefing session for kindergarten admission 8:05p.m.
MIX Lesson
3 Fri |Class observation/Parent-teacher 4.00p.m.
conference/Setsubun (kindergarten)
4 Sat
5 Sun
6 Mon |Committee mesting 4.00p.m.
7 Tue |Bluesky committee meeting 3:05p.m.
8 Wed 3:05p.m.
Student assembly
9 Thu |FD School Visits the School 3:05p.m.
School board meeting
10 Fri |MIX Lesson Birthday party (kindergarten) 4:00p.m.
11 Sat
12 Sun
Club Activities .
18 | Mon Physical measurement (kindergarten) 4:00p.m.
14 Tue 3:05p.m.
15 | Wed |Final exam(1) 3:05p.m.
Final exam(2) .
16 Thu School Information Session (at Gymnasium) 3:05p.m.
MIX Lesson Final exam(3)
Online exchange mesting with Mie
17 Fri |Prefecture (7th~9th grade) 4.00p.m.
retesting of kaniji test
farewell excursion (kindergarten)
18 Sat
19 Sun
20 Mon |Presidents Day
Online exchange meseting with Japanese Schol .
21 | Tue |t hnom Penh(1st2nd grade) 8:05p.m.
22 | Wed 3:05p.m.
23 Thu |Read aloud assembly (9th grade) 3:05p.m.
24 Fri |MIX Lesson 4.00p.m.
25 Sat
26 Sun
Committee meeting
27 Mon |Online exchange meeting with Japanese Schol 4:00p.m.
of phnom Penh(1st.2nd grade)
28 Tue |Bluesky committee meeting 3.05p.m.




