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The Japanese School of Kuala Lumpur

URL http://www.jskl.edu.my
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Supplementary Lesson School of Guam
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| KANJI [BHEUL3SL!

T e XA =

Many students of Japanese language struggle with the thousands
of kanji characters there are to learn. But don’t worry! Most
Japanese people have trouble with kaniji, too!

: ‘ i Rlmpas e - FAUD - Za—Ip—I—NEFT
In f;ict, J?par? create.d a list of. g-:jeneral usr:‘ kanji' EFEZF jou you B e G e
kanji to simplify reading and writing of kanji. Bt

First, it reduces the amount of kanji needed for day-to-day life to heeps://wwwfacebook.com/BretMayer/

2136 characters. Also, it opted to make simplified versions of
certain characters the norm.

Some extreme examples include:

law: JE—iE agency: B~ yen: [E—H

Much easier:-- right ?

The left-hand characters are now known as ‘old form’ |IB={& kyuujitai, and the right-hand
characters are their ‘new form’ $i=2{& shinjitai.
If a newspaper or TV program needs to use a word containing a character not in the
general use set, they replace it with hiragana.

However, this is only the “rule” for public media. Regular people can use whatever
characters they wish, which leads to interesting finds such as below:

‘Water repellant’ 7K - #K - [& oK hassui, for example, has three different ways to be
written! There is the original form %7K, a form that mimics the new, simplified general-
use kanji style #7K, and one that uses easier-to-understand hiragana (&> K.

You can find another common example next time to pick up a carton of yoghurt. Often
times, the first character & in ‘fermentation’ B hakkou will be written simplified as FE,
or as hiragana - E.

Again, this is because Bk falls outside of the general-use kanji set, and so, is often simplified
or omitted.

If you’re out around town, another common sight is ‘prescription’ #8055 shohousen written
as LA A, replacing the difficult £ with hiragana.

There are many, many other examples, so next time you see some hiragana placed
among kaniji, try looking up the word and see what that hiragana might be replacing!
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